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~ Senate meét—roll called—quorum present.

Mr. Perkins offered the following Resolution:

“Resolved, That the Ion. Antonio Navarro, Senator. {rom
Bexar county, be allowed an interpreter for the “present session,
and that such interpreter be allowed, out of the contingent fund
for the use of the Senate, three dollars per day while emplﬁyed
as such:” adopted. '

On motion of Mr, any, the Sermte adjoumed mltll 1:0--1::10:!h
TOW mmnmg, 10 o'clock, )

Thu:sday, 10 o'elock, a. nc{.
- December 23d, 1&4’7

Senate met—-ro]l callccl——’lhe fqllowmg Sepatms answened
to their names':

‘Messrs. Abbott, Bourland Brashear,Burlmn, Claa:k, Ghmy,
Da.ntay, Cage, Gumes, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phil-
lips, Wallace, Williams and W ootten—quorum preamt-—-’l‘he
Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. i

Mr. Jewett iniroduced a bill to be entitled an ae,t, to- rcrhlbit
the sale or disposal of powder, lead, or spmtumtw quudrb io
Indians : read kst time. o7 Bttt

Mr. Wallace offered the fcliwvmg Besolntxon-- e Bt

“Resah:ed That the Lieutenant Governor of the Sﬁaﬁe,newfpm-

d:.nga ¢io, as. I.’reaxdant of the Senate xhﬂreaﬁ&p oint all
the standing eom mittees of the Senate, in his discretion, fo&'and
during the present sessin of E&' Legislature of said State; it
bemg one of his prerogatives to do so, and it de'volvmg upon
him otherwise according to Parliamentary _usage, ps under-
stood by the Senate :” ado te

Mr. Gage offered the following Resolutlon _

“Resolved, That, a special 09 miittee of five be appmnted
whose duty it shall be to take int '.5 deration,‘and réport to
the Senfllte by bill or otherwise, qs ebest probable mode of
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A message was received from His Excellency the Governor,
_presenting a communication in writing, whii, on motion of
'gd.r Parker, was read. §5.4
Mr. Perkins moved to amend the 52d rule of the Senate, by
striking out all after the word “books.” Carried.
On motion of Mr. Phillips, the foﬂoyinfﬂoﬂ of the Com-
missioner of the*General Land Office wds read.

General Land Office,
Btate of Texas, Dec. 1347, 3

His Excellency the Governor,
J. PinckNey Henpprsoyw,
and the Honorable Legislature.

Gentlemen :—In accordance with the usages of the country,
I herewith submit for .your consideration a_report, containing
a few remarks upon the Land System; the Commissioner, be-
lieving- it to be unnecessary to enter into very lengthy details
in this report, inasmuch as he has heretofore in his reports
pointed eut most of the principal defects of the system, and
at a time when it might have been good é)olicy to gﬂ.ve reme-
died such defects, but at this time, the Commissioner of the
General Tand Office would not advise much change, as the
witizens of the country have learned its details, Whereas, a
very material change in our Land System would at this time,
cause much error and great confusion, without producing an
adequate benefit, having progressed so far with the present,
although bad system,"as to make any extensive alteration al-
most ix’p?ossible, which would harmonize with the present in-
terests of the people, wherefore, the Commissioner will con-
fine himself to merely such ﬁmts as require amendment, to-

ther with an expose of the business done in the General
Land Office since the adjourdment of the last Legisla

The first and most important subject is the necessity of pro-
curing a suitable building for the archives of the General Land
Office.  The building at present in use, is very much dilapida-
ted, and being construc of the most mﬂigahle material of
wood, is not a safe receptacle of such valnable records to the
citizens of the country of all classes. The present office is not
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only have they located, but they have bestowed upon it their
labor for several years, and have made extensive improvements;
believing the fee to the land to be fully vested in them by their
location and survey, and very often by a patent which they
may have received from this gavornment. Many titles, of
whieh the existence has heretofore in this country been un-
known, have been filed and registered in this office within the
last year, nearly all which, together with mostofthe -old grants
avhich have been registered in this oflice several years since,
have the governmentdues been unpaid thereon. If the grants
:are legal, surely some means should be adopted to enforce the
payment of dues. Few of the ten and eleven leagme grants
urchased of the State of Coahuila and Texas, have been paid
dor. | -

The Commissioner of the General Land Office most ear-
nestly entreats the Governor and Honorable Legislature to
view the effects of the law which authorizes suits to be institu-
ted against the officers of government by mandamus. The ill
eflects of that law are very apparent to the Commissioner, and
he herewith submits one or two cases to elucidate his meaning,
as follows: = e AR L "

“Wherever acontroversy has arisen between two eitizens as -
to the right.of eitherto a certain piece of land, both of whom
have had the land surveyed and their respective field notes filed
in the General Land Qffice, the field notes of either bearing the
same date, and the right, so far as the Commissiener can judge,
being equal; he, therefore, neither espouses the cause of one
party or the other, but refuses to give a patent to either, until,
between themselves they settle their controversy: but one of
the parties obtains a writ of mandamus, which is made pe- -
remptory, because the Commissioner sets up no claim in be-,
half of the State; the other party acts in like manner, and the
consequence is, that two patents to diflerent persons are issued
to the same land. e . fa i Speer il

A suit was brought by writ of mandamus against the Com-
missioner of the General Land Office, requiring him to issue a
patent upon a survey made by the sarveyors of San Patricio
county, the land being in a disputed territory, claimed by the
surveyors both of San Patricio and Bexar counties, and being
surveyed by the surveyors @f both these counties, upon en-
tries made by persons in each county. The result was, that in
<consequence of the State having no interest in the land in con-
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General Land Office,
s Austin, Feb. 9th, 1841,

M. B. Lews, Esqs |

Dear Sir :—Enclosed you will find a copy of the returns of
the examining board of Commissioners {rom your county.
From information had in the office, I am induced to believe
that some error has crept into the report filed here; in some
instances, the quantity of land is not correct, in others, there
are names which have not passed the board of Commission-
ers, Wherefore, I would request of you asa favor, that you
would examine the enclosed report with the original, and make
such corrections as are proper, and advise the General Land
Office, as soon as possible.

If you will read the twelfth section of the “act to deteet frand-
ulernit land certificates, &e.” you will find upon carefully exam-
ining the same, that the Commissioners should make their re-
turns to the General Land Office, with theirﬂproper signatures
attached thereto, which in my opinion, would be the only true
way of detecting frands, as the law did not contemplate that
any Commissioner or Clerk who sat on the Board before,
should act on this unless as auxiliaries. You will, therefore,

ocure as many signatures of the board appointed to detect,

cy to the returnsas you possibly can.
~ With much regard, I remain your obd’t serv't,
: " THOS. WM. WARD,
Com’r. Gen'l. Land Office.
P. 8. 1 would further remark, that you having been elected
County Surveyor, it will be necessary to forward your bond to
the State Department, before you ean be recognized as such.

-
| —

G ml L !
Hon. M. B. Lewss, . . gl e
Chief Justice Jasper County : = hitid

Sir—By Mr. Huling, member from Jasper, I forwarded a
copy of the returns of the examining Board of Land Commis-
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sioners for eaid ‘county, for comparison with the original re-
cords of thecounty. I was induced to do this in consequence
of information having been lodged at this office, that a portion 1
of the names inserted on said return, was doq&wi.thou;%_xe#zin& 4
hority of the examining board. You will oblige me by com-
aring the copy sent, and inform me if any difference exists,or

ward a duplicate as soon as possible, as daily applications’

-'Eﬁing‘ma;de-. for patents to land surveyed b amhorify-éﬁ-;-'
1’ ates said to have been fraudulently msentg in the return
mfonﬁbm x ?gﬁe' n q " evs s
I am very respectfully, your most obd’t serv't, - =
| pe o THOS. WM. WARD,
Com’r Gen'l Land Office.

lns LI p 1 ?
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.  Jaseer Cousty, August 16th, 1841,
LY : F4 urhes s _ i o f gLy 8
Tuos, Wa. Wamn,  Bau isr" i Lot i), o) of b,
- Sir;—Accompanying 'Fon- have a true copy of the original
‘records of the Board of Travelling Commissioners, exactly such'
adocument as I forwarded to you by Mr. George W. Glass-
cock, about the first day of l\Injf last, with this exception; the
signature of the Sheriff of the county, was first on the one
mislaid, which I forwardéd by Glasscock. ‘Bat, sir, to my
great astonishment, you forwarded by Col. Espy, a decument
urporting to have been forwarded by me to your office, which .
locument, God knowsto be as base a piece of forgery as ever
escaped the pen of a forging villian. Glasscock told me, that
you told him, to say tome, that he would probably be the shor«
test and safest conveyance. [ forwarded them by Glasscock
believing it to be a safe conveyance. I also forwarded other
documents by him. He wrote to me from Washington on the
Brazos, that he had mailed my documents at that place. owing -
‘to his travelling so slow.  Hence it is, if Glasscock is not one
of the party of the certificate forgers of our county, or has not
taken a bribe {from them, there is something wrong in some of
the post offices at Washington city or Austin, or between the
two places. Accompanying, you have a copy of a letter
which accompanied the documents which I forwarded by
Glasseock; as well as a copy of the resolutions of a commit~

s N
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tee of the people. I am sorry tosay that it looks strange, thac
Glasscock should mail’ part of the documents I forwarded by
him and retain part. Such appears to be the faect from your
lotter to me, that my bond as county Surveyor, has been han-
ded into the office of Secretary of State by Glasseock. Igave
him the bond, the same time that I gave him the other docu-
ments. There is as few certificate forgers in this county of
Jasper, as probably any county in the Republie, but what we
have, are of the first character. 1forward this document as
an experiment, I have jast such another ready, which T will
forward by a private conveyance.
I am sir, with respect, your ob'dt. servt. !
o M. B. LEWIS, Chicf Justice.
N. B. Please let me know if you received a package of field
notes, at the same time you received the forged document.—
I forwarded a package by Glasscock. .
_ Respectfully, M* B, L.
* A copy of a letter forwarded by George W. Glasscock.

—

Jasrer County, April 24th, 1841.
To Hox. Tuos. Wum. Warb,
Commissoner of Gen'l. Land Office: |
Sir—Accompanying you have a true copy of the original
record of the examining Board of Commissioners for Jas-
per county, bearing date 26th June, A. D. 1840. It was not
convenient to obtain the original gignatures of the Examining
Commissioners, except one (Gideon J. Goode,) whose certifi-
cate gou- will see accompanying. Butsir, inorder to give all
ossible evidence of the corrections of the accompanying copy,
have obtained the official certificates of all the principal of-
ficers of this county, which I hope will be satisfactory.
T'am sir, with regard, your ob'dt. servt.
¢ fa M. B. LEWIS, Chief Justice, J. C.
N. B. Thisletter is a copy, so far as wrote on the subject of
a copy of the records of the %oard-o‘f Travelling Commission-

ers. :
Respectfully, M. B. L.
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' . Zavarra, Jasper County, August 17th, 1841,
Tuomas Wu. Warp, Esq., | - £y
Commussioner of the General Land Office: a
- 8ir—Agreeably to yourfinstructions, I conveyed the returns
rusted tome to the proper person. Upon comparing the
st returns purporting to have been made by M. B. Lewis, it
was ascertained to be a forgery beyond a doubt. A meeting
of the people was called, and it was unanimously resolved by
the largest concourse of citizens ever met in this county, that
a true copy of the record should be made outsand forwarded to
your department,—a copy to be sent by mail, aud one by pri-
vate conveyance, so that you should receive one genuine re-
turn from our county atleast,and at last. It is now hoped,
that this return sent this day by mail, under lock end key will
arrive safe, and be amply satisfactory, legal and in just train
for legal claimants to get their patents from this day hence-
forth, without any dlﬁnlty. ‘ ' .'
~ I have the honor to remain your ob’t. serv’t. -
i HOS. H. ESPY.

Wieress, there has been a true copy of the original record of
the Board of Travelling Commissioners, made out and certi-
fied to officially, by A. J. Isaaes, Sheriff, H. Good, Clerk
District Court, under seal, C. K. Blanchard, Clerk of Coun-
ty Court under seal, Gideon J. Goode, former County Com- .
missioner of the Ei’aminimBoard, and M. B. Lewis, Chief
Justice, under seal ofoffice, which was forwarded to the:

- Commissioner of the General Land Office, by what was con-
sidered a safe conveyance, which was suppressed, and a
forg_sd document, with sundry leagues andP {:b_or.s of land

- inserted, more than was inthe correct one, made its way
into the General Land Office, with the signature of the

- Chief Justice of our county _gc;'rged, and with the seal of the
- County Court: Therefore, We, a Committee, chosen by the
good people of Jasper county, at the court house in the town
of Jasper, the 3d day of August, 1841, to wit: M. B. Lewis,
hairman. T. B. Huling, Edward Good, John A. Smith,
os. H. Espy, Hardy Pace, Wm. McMahan; Josiah Ste-
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venson, BE. W. Harper, Britton Hall, James Thomason,
N. H. Cochran, Andrew Isaacs, Caleb Burnester, Sec-
retary, for the purpose of taking into consideration the nu-
merous frauds practiced upon the rights of our citizens and
the Republie, by the frequent attempts to introduce into the
General Land Office, fulse or forged documents, purporting
to have originated in this county,as well as &urporting& to
be a true copy of the original records of the Board of
Travelling Commissioners; also, to devise some means and
to adopt some measures that will secure | and confi-
dence qt home, and give to our slandered people charac-
ter ahroad, do'in the name of the worthy and law abiding
citizens of our county, adoptthe following Resolutions:

Resolved, 1st. That two correct copies of the original record
of the Board of Travelling Commissioners bemade out and cer-
tified to officially, by asmany of the principal officers of our
county as may be convenient, and that the Chairman of this
committee be authorized to appoint a suitable committee to
copy the aforesaid record, and also a suitable committee to
convey one copy to the Commissioner of the General Land Of-
fice at the city of Austin, and also to forward one copy of said
record by mail, and to take the receipt of the post master for
the same. | L

Resolved, That a sufficient sum of money be raised, by vol-
untary contribution, todelray the axglenscg of the committee
bearing the document mentioned in the preceding resolutions
to the city of Austin, and that the individual bearing them,
shall be required to give a receipt for the same, and take them
under a pledge of his honor, that ’y will be delivered sa.f_e_lf |
into the hands of the proper officers of the General Land Of-
fice, unless l;‘rovidemia.lly [prevenl;ed. '

Besolved, That a copy of these resolutions and preamble ac-
companying, be forwarded to the General Land Office, with
the aforesaid document; and the committee bearing the same
shall be despatched as soon as possible. Bt

Whereupon, the committee adjourned until Monday follow-
il'lgg Oth Augnlt. Rt o o ¥y R 5

_ Aftest, 40y
| CALEB BURNISTER, Sec'y.

Made out under the provisions of the above Resolutions, and
copied this 17th day of August, in Zavalla, by .

. THOS. H. ESPY.
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tents, this office has issued six thoumnd_f
twenty-nine patents since the méeting of t
e Commissioner has much satisfaction in saying
siness done in the General Land Office the w
given to those pérsons who have had busin: w;ﬁh i
satisfaction, chiefly owing to the ability and attent:on Lh
Clerks, and the more than usual stabili of the hwa; to Ia,

hnudredd and

without n.lteratmn the district boundari no
impressed upon the minds of the honnrab_' y
Heretofore, when the Surveyors’ bounds wer dgo
annaal change of county boundaries, greahhn nlmoﬁt Artﬁm'
iedable confusion was the result. Now, itis pleasing ton. tice
that insiead of increasing confusion, many of the fnrmﬁr_ diffi-
culties and clashing of surveys are mﬁ)us : e
Although mucheffort has heen made to obtain amap of the
District ofRadeer, yet,up to the present to time, all our efforts
have been futile, owing chiefly to the great ina.ecnmy\ of the
surveying, and want of connection in the surveys; but it u ex-
pectedthroui: the energy and erance of the person now’
engaged i _compilation of that map, that something may
be effected, which will enable the Statetfo give a tolerable de-
scription of the land whick may be patented. Althbh%gh all
the other distrietshave maps in this office, many m are
50 very incorrect, that is impossible to add the surveys of the
present day to them, and many of tlte urveys “which ‘were

made previous to; aud since the i z‘tbe maps.— *
To remedy this evil, the C‘omrmmonar s satisfied, thero is buﬁ

" one correst goursezo be adopted,awhich is the empl yment of
epmpetent ns by the Sma pile maps

the several
ots. In'consequence of thesmall salary allowed to. the -

hiftsman of this  office, & senil who had) discharged
._M_M, offce for the last fout years w-mw
 resizn; the salary no tbemg:'ﬁ"iﬁnt for t.ha nary sup-
. of his ?hly' bj‘ which i y. '
111 e :.b e

turs for postage is n&t
ment of Land Scrip surve
appropriated for the. B
insufficient. the Commxssfoner- en com,

his own resources, to furnish fire-w ood porterage and many
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T necessaries. In cdnseq ence of the last Legislature !‘dﬂ- )
ing to me ropnatio or the payment of district maps,
zc., e has been much retarded in its business: Hi:l_,
“inconvenience arises to persons having business with thisoffice, F

thr '_v gh the neglect of several of the Clerks of the Boards of
Land Commmmoners, in consequence of their not forwardin .
reports of thebusiness of their respective boards. There .
ixteen counties from which this oﬂice has not as yet recei’?
 report; wherefore, gersomr who have procured ce .
ca ﬁ-omthemp%nnoto tmnthexrpaﬁentsuntﬂthe ; ~
made. ' !
: Int for colomzingparts ofthe count 2
M as been madrte} to reserve each alternate sectio_n :
ement by the colonists and, as a doubt has arisen in:
s of citizens as to whether the alternate sections :
- reserve 'ﬁﬂiﬁm‘lemo{‘ the State, or, ‘whether they
part of the unappropriated and public doma‘.in aub
docated by the citizens, | would most res _ vma an o X~
on-of the will of the ?gmlm'by the enactment of &
aw; stating definitely whe heyare subj ctzo locatmn 0"
,@61&. i!fa&tnnch as some persons are locating those alte
ections; whereas, mmg wishvt‘ﬁ locate them and fear to &o !. :
l‘-"' -Tho aﬁmmn of the Legislative bpdlea‘ of the count

en heretofom-direzg ée ﬁa.l defect in our patenting

} tembtitastheh ction,
; it hsduty,uﬂﬁn to la the 8
et before ﬁ ‘Many_ porsons having proc
ead-right-cerﬁ'ﬁ cates, land warrants, and purchased
scripiot‘&ﬁa &:&ﬁ?& located them 'amd' posited
~ veysin the Gener ce,
mgde, and bear d: ! bﬁ “EP
to whom the certi warrant oﬁq
.in law is considered void, as no grant can be
. Wherefore, it becomes necessary to legalize by
hng-—. been done. and convey the rlght to the heir:
rs, and to provide for such ¢ "'inl’ntﬁre.
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On motion-of Mr. Burleson, the Senate journed until to-
morning 9 o'clock. "
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Friday9 o’clock, A. M.
Dec’?@er 24th, 184':*

Senate met roll called; The following Senators mwm:edm
their names.
p Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Butleson, Clark, %
%V_Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Perkins, Phllhps,
« lace, Williams and Wootten; quorum present.
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted.
Mr. Cuny introduced a bill to be entitled an act to vest in
the county of Austin, for county purposes, the proPerty of tl‘lg-
corporatmn of the townof San Felipi—read first time. b

_ The Senate then pruceeﬂeded to the Q’dem the day. '5 13

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to re?
time for the biennial meeting of the Leglslature of th
Texa.s —read second time. .-

" And, on motion of Mr. Clark refeﬂed“ to the cqmlmttee g
)

State affairs.

A bill to be entitled an act to prohﬁiit the sile or (ﬁspa
of powder, lead or spirituous hwrs, to Indians: read seeonil
time;

And, on motion of Mr. Dancy, was referred to the Commit- t-
tee on Indgan affairs.

ill to be entitled an act to provide for !ocating;the mt of

istice of the Count of Austin: read second time. . i
And, on motion of e)gl:my', was laid on the mble. oy o
essage was receiv the House of Rept ntgtives“
ngh their Chief Clerk, ) Ben. F. Hill, informing the !
M% that the House had passe equesti
the contractor of the maﬂ
transport the same weekly i

rules, and Pequegt a llk"é s ¥ 367
Mr. Clark offered the following



